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BEFCRE THE DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT OF PUELIC TORKS
STATE OF CALIFORNTA

olo

In the Matter of Application 11461 of William Clinton Wren to
Appropriate Vater from Mill Creek Tributary to Hussian River
via Dry Creek in Sonoma County, for Lomestic, Irrigation and
Stockwatering Purposes. '

oo
Decision A, 11461 D. &7 J
Decided o citeearu X /545
7
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Appeafances at Investigation conducted on May 19, 1947, under the .
provisions of Article 13, Section 733b of the California Administrative
Code ' ' '

For the Applicant

| William Clinton Wrem Mrs. William Clinton Wren

For_the Proﬁestants

. Hildred Dodson  Prancis M. Passalacqua, A. H. Folger

and W, M, Matte
C. H. Rickman _ In propria persona

For the State Enginser

S. C. Whipple, Associate Hydraulic Fngineer, Division of Water Resources,
Department of Public Vorks, State of California.
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OPINION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

The application was filed iith the Division of Water Hesources_'
by William Clinton Wren on July 9, 1946. It involves an appropriation
of 0.19 cubic foot per second from January 1 to December 31 of each year,
frcm;Hill Creek, for demestic, irrigation and'stock.natering purposesf
The'applicatian_cpntemplates pumping water from a suﬁp in the creek

cﬁannel, lifting it 175 feet through a 2500 foot pipe line and applying
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it to the irrigation of 20 acres of pasture and to the domestic

»supplj of 2 homes, including the garden irrigetion and stock watering
incidental thereto. | ‘
| ~ PROT®STS

Thg_California Fish and Game Commission protested, alleging
that destruction of steelhead and 6ther treut would result, the 0.19
cubic foot per second applied for sometimes exceeding the flow of the
stream. This protestant.stated that its protest may be disfegarded'
and dismissed if the pemmit, if 'issued, contains a clause providing
that the permittee shall at all times release into the stream channel
impediately below his point of diversion hoﬁ less than 150 gﬁllons'
per minnte,‘or the natural flow in the'streang whichever is less, to
maintain fish life. The applicant agreed in writing to this condition
and the protest was dismissed. |

~ C. H. Biclkman protested that the proposed diversion lill

cange the creek to dry up in early summer and thereby deprive him of
a water supply which he utilizes in irrigating 10 acres of clover, a -
12 acre orchard and a 3 acre truck garden, and in watering upward of
200 animals. He cléims ;iparian ownership and use since 1896. According
to the prntesﬁ.he_operatea alk inéh centrifugal pump 10 hoﬁrs per day
dnring'iihe spring and sumer months for five days at a time at .10 day .
intervals., He states that the protest may be disregarded and dismissed
if the applicant's nse is restricted_te'domestic use only. |

Hildred Dodson protested also that the proposed diver31on

will cause fallure of her water supply in early swmmer. She claims to
water 200 head of sheep and other livestock and to irrigate 4 acres
of alfalfa, 1 acre of garden and a 6 acre orchard. She asserts that

there iﬁ scarcely enough water under present conditiohs and that the
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creek often fails entirely due to diversions by upper users. She !

estimates her use as varying in amount from 1000 to 20,000 gallons
per day from May 15 to October 15. | |

The applicant answered the Fish and Game Commiséion pro—
test by agreeing to leave in the stream the amount of water by them
stipuléted; the Riclman protest by asserting th;t the protestantts
irrigation system is inefficient and wastes more uaﬁer than is
currently applied for; and the Dodson protest by chalienging her
right to.prevent upstream diversion. H

FIRLD INVESTIGATION

Stipulations to an iﬁformal hearing under the provisions
‘of Article 13; Section 733b of the California Administrative Code
baving been entered iﬁto by both the applicant and the protestants
and the stipulations having-been approved by the State Engineer, an
investigaﬁion was conducted at the sité of the proposed appropriétion
by an engineer of the Division on Hay 19, 1947. ) ’

RECORDS RELIED UPON

Applications L4612 and 11461 and all data énd-information on

file therewith. o |
DISCUSSION

Above the proposed.point of diversion the watershed compfides
some 19 square miles of typical Coast Range hill couptry, moderately
wooded, ranging in elevation from about 300 to about 1800 feet. BRain- -
£all has been estimated to average 42 inches and runoff appears to be
well sustained until mid-summer., The flow of Hill.C:eek at the
Rickman property is reported to have been 3 cubic feet per secgnd'on
June 2, 1928. On the date of the investigation it measured 3.4 cuble

fest per second just above the applicant's property, and was estimated
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to be 3 cudic fset per second just below Dodson, the lower most

proﬁLstaﬂt; Prbtestaét Rickman concedes that the supply is
sqfficient,'nofmallyy until about August 1. The applicant is not
in accord with this.statemant, aéserting that the supply is sustéined,
considérably ionger; The awvailable data are too méager to settle
| thikgdifference of bﬁi@ion, but that shortages have sometimes occurred
is eviden:ad by a Qcomplaint dated July 16, 1931 (filed under Application
4612) by one P. D. Mothorn, a former owner 6f the Dodsen pléce; to
the effect that auantltles passing the Rickman dam were repeatadly
insufficient for garden 1rr1gation by Mr. Mothorn.

| Present use of ;ater from Mill Creek on the reach under
'considération, is small. Applicant Wren derives his domestic supply
from a spring and diverts no water, currently, from Mill creek; altho

& rormer omer did so divert, to the extent of irrigating a 1/2 acre

A gprden. Protestant Rlckman, whose place is 1mmedlate1y dowmstream from

the applluant's, and ertuStdnt Dodson, some 2 mlles farther downstream,
irrigate 193 and 4 acres respectively. This is "bottom" land of
spperior quality and raises clover, alfélfa, prunes and vegetables., On
the basis of 1 cubic foot per second to 80 acres, approximately 0.3
cubic foot per second would seem sufficient for all present irrigation
requirements. Non-lrrlgatzon use is negligible, water being supplied
generéliy from sources other than Mill Creek. Harold K. Miller, the
only other known user on the reach, is authorized under Appiication
11327, Permit 6656Itd divert 0.022 cubic foot per second for domestic use
- and stock watering but did not protest.Application 11461, |

_ The iand which the applicaﬁt proposes to irrigate iammedium
gradq,“hili“ land. The soil is a somewhat shallow reddish ¢clay. Bogk

outcrops occur and the land is uneven, topographlcally.. The prbtestants
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consider the proposition of 1lifting water 175 feet to irrigate clover

on 1and of such quality is neither economical nor in the public interest:
they argue that the limited exiSting snpoly should.be allocated_to rich,
1evei land,.adjacent to the Creek. ‘
| :Despito.thé_objections of Protestants Rickman and Dodson no
roason-is seen for disapproving the application under consideration. The
'aufficioncy of supply through July of norma) years would seemlwell assured;
later in the season it is more problematical, but the practice of the prin—
cipal irrigator-(Rickman) to iffigate by pumping 10 hours per day for 5 days
out of 15 indicates that surpluses exist when the Rickman pump is not ocper—
ating. It.follows, therefore, that there are, at times, unappropriated
| waters in the stream from which the applicant proposes to-appropriate_which
ma2y be taken aﬁd used without injury to the protestants. In view of all
‘the circumstances.the application should be approved and permit issued
ouhject to the usuval terms and conditions and also subject to a opecial
‘term and condition to the effect that the permittee shall at all times |
release into the natural stream channel immediately below the point of
diveroioh not less than 150 gallons per minute or the natural flow in
the stream, whichever is less, to maintain fish life.
| ORDER

Application 11461 for a permit to appropriate water having been
'ﬁilad, a fleld investigation having been made, a stipulated hearing hav1ng
.benn held in accordance wlth Article 13, Section 733b of the Administrative
Code and the State Engineer now belng fully informed in the premises:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Application 11461 be approved and that
a permit be issued Lo the appiicant subject to such of the usual terms

and conditifns as may be appropriate, and subject also to the following
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special temm and condition, to wit:
Permittee shall at all times byp#ss’ a minimum of
150 gallons per minute or the nat_ural flow of the
stream irhe_nqver it is less cwhan 150 gallons per
minute at the point of diversion to maintain fish
life.

' WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department-of

_ _ Y
~ Publie Works of the State of California this _J s day of ./ AL,/;‘ 1947.

Edward Hyatt, State Engineer
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