


percent of the volume of foocl. N .  a~untscl~e?zsis occurred ill a t  least 10 
percent of thc stomachs throughout all seasons and was especially com- 
mon in  the diet dnring tbc summer. Tenclipedids also were eaten most 
frequently in the summer. Four  young catfish in their scconcl sunlmer 
had eaten snlall fish. 

Mysid shrim (Neomusis awafschensis) 13.4 10.7 17.G 31.5 21.3 12.8 
Amphipad (6orophium) --.... .-... - -  ".O 1 1 : : 1 ::", 7'::: 
Tendipedids .... .... ---..- --- -  ---. --- - - - -  - -  - 13.0 

TABLE 4 

Stomach Contents of Young White Catfish 

Fishes ..-.-..-......---.---------...------- I . 1 - I - 1 1 . 3 1  0 . 5 1  2 .0  

~*~ood  item 

----- -- 
Stomnchs examincd. .---.---- --. --. -. - -  - .- - 227 110 ' 283 347 907 - - 
Stomachs containing food --.....-......-..... 1 187 / 75 / 211 / 308 I 811 I .. 

r l  l h e  cliet of young \vllite catfish was not the same throughout the 
Delta (Figure 5 ) .  Corophz' l~n~ was consu~necl in large numbers a t  every 
station thronghoiit the year. W .  azuntscl~cn,sis was an important food in 
the fall ancl snminer a t  Tslcton ancl Sherman :rslancl on the Sacramento 
River and a t  Sallta Clara Shoal and West Island on the lower San 
Jotiqnin R,irer. Tendipeclid larvae and pupae were colnmon i n  the diet 
of thc yo1111g catfish in  Old Rivcr a t  Victoria Tslancl and a t  Fabian 

1.1 Canal, especially during the summer ancl fall. They fonned a signifi- 
I 

1 
cant part of the diet in the San Joaquin River a t  Mossdale in the fall, 

I spring, ancl summer. Our knowledge of the winter diet in the San i 
Joacluin River a t  Mossclale is limitecl. IVc analyzed only six stomachs I 

that containecl fond; Coropk i~~nz  was the only foocl that had been con- 
I 

J 
sumecl. I 

Percent frequency of occurrence 
p- 

F ~ I I  I winter / ~ p n n g  I ~urnmer  / ~ v e r a g e  

JUVENILE AND ADULT WHITE CATFISH 1 

Percent 
volume 

All 
r u o n s  

Large nuinbers of juvenilc ancl adult mhitc catfish were taken by 
both the gill net anrl otter trawl. Thc monthly catch with thr  two gears 
variecl consiclerably. The monthly otter trawl catch was high in  the fail 
ancl low in thc snlnnzer. (Figure 6 ) .  The gill net catch was less variable 
with increasecl cat,ches froin Fcbrnary through June. 

White catfish cmight in the Delta mere quite small. Over 85 percent I 
of our gill net catch was 25 cin or less FI, (Figure 7 ) .  The largest fish 
ciiught was 57 cnl. I 

I 
Distribution 

I 
I 

White cl~tfish were ~;aBel~ a t  almost every sampling station with both I 

otter and ~niclwater trawls and gill nets (Figure 8 ) .  Catches were 
highest in the qniet water areas of Hog and Sycamore Slough, Franks 
Tract, and in the San Joaquin River below Stockton. Few catfish were 
taken in the fast flowing areas of the Sacramento and Mokelumne 
rivers. Only three white catfish were taken in over a year's sampling 
with all three gears in the Sacran~ento River a t  Isleton. 
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