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percent of the volume of food. N. awaischensis occurred in at least 10
percent of the stomachs throughout all seasons and was especially com-
mon in the diet during the summer. Tendipedids also were eaten most
frequently in the summer. Four young catfish in their second summer
had eaten small fish.

TABLE 4
Stomach Contents of Young White Catfish

Percent
Percent frequency of occurrence volume

) All
Food item Fall Winter Spring Summer | Average | seasons
Mysid ahrimé) (Neomysis awatschensis)_ .. ... 13.4 10.7 17.6 31.5 21.3 12.8
Amphipod (Corophium) 92.0 36.0 95.9 92,9 93.9 79.3
Tendipedids.__ 13.9 1.3 8.6 22.1 14.3 5.8
Fishes______. - - .- 1.3 0.5 2.0

Stomachs examined. ... _ 227 110 ° 283 347 967 .-

Stomachs containing food ... .. _.____. 187 75 244 308 814 -

The diét of young white catfish was not the same throughout the
Delta (Figure 5). Corophium was consumed in large numbers at every
station throunghout the year. N. awatschensis was an important food in
the fall and summer at Isleton and Sherman Island on the Sacramento
River and at Santa Clara Shoal and West Island on the lower San
Joaquin River. Tendipedid larvae and pupae were common in the diet
of the yvoung catfish in Old River at Vietoria Island and at Fabian
Canal, especially during the summer and fall. They formed a signifi-
cant part of the diet in the San Joaquin River at Mossdale in the fall,
spring, and summer. OQur knowledge of the winter diet in the San
Joaquin River at Mossdale is limited. We analyzed only six stomachs
that contained food; Corophium was the only food that had been con-
sumed.

JUVENILE AND ADULT WHITE CATFISH

Large numbers of juvenile and adult white catfish were taken by
both the gill net and otter trawl. The monthly catch with the two gears
varied considerably. The monthly otter trawl catch was high in the fail
and low in the summer (Figure 6). The gill net catch was less variable
with inereased eatches from February through June.

White catfish canght in the Delta were quite small. Over 85 percent
of our gill net catech was 25 e¢m or less ¥1. (Figure 7). The largest fish
caught was 57 cm.

Distribution

White catfish were taken at almost every sampling station with both
otter and midwater trawls and gill nets (Figure 8). Catches were
highest in the quiet water areas of Hog and Sycamore Slough, Franks
Tract, and in the San Joaquin River below Stockton, Few catfish were
taken in the fast flowing areas of the Sacramento and Mokelumne
rivers. Only three white catfish were taken in over a year’s sampling
with all three gears in the Sacramento River at Isleton.
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